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Oceanic rocks (Yakuno ophiolite) of Akaiwa City, Okayama Prefecture, Japan

Akira Ishiwatari

Abstract Oceanic rocks of the Late Paleozoic Yakuno ophiolite are distributed in Akaiwa City,

Okayama Prefecture, Japan. These are basalt, gabbro and their metamorphic varieties (amphibolite

and greenstone) that constituted ancient oceanic crust. The associated rhyolite tuff bears massive

pyrite ore that provided industrial sulfur for long time in the past (Yanahara Mine). They occur as

thrust nappes over the Permian and Jurassic subduction-accretion complexes that form fundamental

geological framework of the East Asian continental margin.





